Made in God's image
Year 7 Bible · Term 2 · Lesson notes · 55 minutes
“So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.” (Genesis 1:27)
Lesson overview
Big idea: Being made in God’s image means every person has a worth they didn’t earn and a purpose they didn’t invent: to show what God is like in how we work, rest and love.
	Year level
	Year 7 Bible

	Length
	55 minutes (one lesson)

	Key passages
	Genesis 1:26–2:25 (with Colossians 1:15 and James 3:9–10)

	Resources
	Bibles or printed passages, worksheet, Genesis map wall chart, six “who matters most?” cards (see section 1)



Learning intentions
· Understand that being made in God’s image gives every person equal, unearned worth.
· Know the purpose God gave people at the start: to rule with care, to work, to rest and to live in relationship.
· See that Jesus is the perfect image of God, and that God remakes people to be like him.
Success criteria
· I can explain why every person has worth, using Genesis 1:27.
· I can write a “job description” for people from Genesis 1–2, with verses.
· I can explain what Colossians 1:15 says about Jesus.
Lesson flow
1. Hook: who matters most? (8 min)
1. Image means worth (10 min)
1. Image means a job: the image-bearer job description (17 min)
1. Image means relationship: made for others (8 min)
1. Jesus, the perfect image (7 min)
1. Wrap-up and exit ticket (5 min)
1. Hook: who matters most? (8 min)
Last term we said people are like living statues of God in his world. Today we dig into what that means for everyday life.
1. Hold up six cards: a newborn baby, a famous AFL player, a billionaire, a person who can’t walk or talk, a man sleeping on the street, a Year 7 student.
1. Ask: “If you scrolled through social media or the news, which of these would the world say matters most? Which least?” Take a few answers. Don’t rank them on the board.
1. Ask: “What does the world use to measure a person’s worth?” (Money, looks, fame, talent, usefulness, followers.)
Teacher line: “Genesis refuses to play this game. It gives every one of these people exactly the same reason they matter. Let’s find out what it is.”
2. Image means worth (10 min)
Read Genesis 1:26–28.
“So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.” (Genesis 1:27)
Draw out:
· God says this about people, not just about kings. In the ancient world only kings were called the image of a god. Genesis says every man and woman is.
· Male and female are both made in God’s image (1:27). Neither is more like God.
· This worth is given, not earned. A baby has it before doing anything. A person who can’t walk has it fully.
Does sin wipe out the image? No. Even after the Fall, the Bible still says people bear God’s image. Read James 3:9–10: James is shocked that the same mouth praises God and curses people.
“With the tongue we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in God’s likeness.” (James 3:9)
Go back to the six cards. Ask: “So who matters most?” (All of them, equally.)
Discussion questions
· If every person bears God’s image, what does that mean for the way we talk about people online?
· Which group of people does our world tend to treat as worth less? What would Genesis 1:27 say to that?
Students complete Part A of the worksheet.
3. Image means a job: the image-bearer job description (17 min)
Genesis 2 zooms in and shows us what image-bearers were made to do.
Read Genesis 2:1–3, 2:15–17 and 2:19–20 (5 min).
Write the job description (10 min). In pairs, students complete Part B of the worksheet: a job advertisement for “Image-bearer”. They find each duty and its verse. Then share and build it on the board:
	Position vacant: Image-bearer
	Verse
	What it means for us

	Rule over the creatures
	1:28
	Look after the world for God, like a caring king, not a bully.

	Work the garden and take care of it
	2:15
	Work is good. It was God’s plan before sin, not a punishment.

	Name the animals
	2:19–20
	Use your mind and creativity: study, sort, invent, create.

	Trust and obey God’s word
	2:16–17
	Live God’s way, trusting he knows what is good.

	Rest
	2:2–3
	Stop and enjoy God. People were made on day 6, so their first full day was God’s day of rest.

	Benefits:
	1:29, 2:9
	Plenty of good food, a beautiful home, and God himself.



Teaching points (2 min)
· “Rule” in the Bible means care, not domination. A good king protects what is under him. That’s why Christians care about animals, the land and the environment.
· Work matters to God: schoolwork, chores, sport, art, building, caring. All of it can show what God is like.
· Rest matters too. We aren’t machines. Rest is trusting that God runs the world, not us.
Ask: “Which part of the job description do people your age find easiest? Hardest?”
4. Image means relationship: made for others (8 min)
Read Genesis 2:18–25.
“The LORD God also said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make for him a suitable helper.’” (Genesis 2:18)
Ask: “Six times in Genesis 1 God says things are good, then very good. What’s the first thing he says is not good?” (Being alone, and this is before sin.)
Explain the word helper. In Hebrew it is ezer. Most of the time in the Old Testament it describes God himself helping his people (for example Psalm 121:1–2). So it doesn’t mean someone less important. It means a partner who brings what is missing.
Draw out: God made us for relationships: marriage (2:24), family, friendship and community. Being made in the image of a God who speaks, loves and gives means we are made to love too. (Later, Jesus quotes Genesis 2:24 when he teaches about marriage, in Matthew 19:4–6.)
Students complete Part C of the worksheet.
5. Jesus, the perfect image (7 min)
Ask: “If people are meant to show what God is like, how well do we do it?” (Not well. Next lesson shows why.)
Read Colossians 1:15.
“The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.” (Colossians 1:15)
Draw out:
· People are cracked mirrors: we still reflect God, but badly.
· Jesus is the perfect image. If you want to know what God is like, and what a true human looks like, look at Jesus.
· When people trust Jesus, God starts remaking them to be like him (Colossians 3:10). The image gets restored.
Students answer Part D.
6. Wrap-up and exit ticket (5 min)
Add to the Genesis map under Creation: People made in God’s image to rule, work, rest and love. Under “Where’s the grace?”: God gives every person worth they didn’t earn.
Close with a short prayer, inviting students to join in or just listen:
God, thank you that you made every person in your image. Help us to treat everyone as someone who matters to you. Help us to work well, rest well and love well, like Jesus. Amen.
Exit ticket
1. Why does every person have worth, according to Genesis 1:27?
1. Name two things on the image-bearer job description, with verses.
1. What does Colossians 1:15 say about Jesus?
Lesson notes
New Christians and students who aren’t Christians
· Many students who aren’t Christians already believe every person has equal worth. Ask them: “Where does that idea come from? What grounds it?” This is an honest and respectful way in.
· New Christians may not realise that ordinary work and rest are part of following God. Make the link to their school week.
Support and extension
· Support: give the job description with the verses already filled in, so students only write “what it means for us”.
· Extension: read Numbers 3:7–8. The two Hebrew words used for Adam’s job in Genesis 2:15 are used there for the Levites serving at God’s tent. What might that suggest about the garden of Eden?
Pastoral care
· The hook cards touch on disability, poverty and homelessness. Keep the tone respectful, and be aware that some students have family members in these situations.
· The “not good” of being alone may touch lonely students. Stress that God made us for community and the church family, not only marriage. Never suggest single people are less complete.
· Some students struggle with body image or ability. Keep repeating: your worth comes from God, not your performance.
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