Persecution and the Cost of Following Jesus
Year 9 Bible · Term 4 · Worksheet
Name:                                          Date:                     
Big question: If following Jesus can cost you everything, why would anyone choose it?
Part A: What is persecution?
1. Define persecution in your own words.
	Type your answer here.



1. Give an example of two different forms of persecution (social, economic, legal/political or violent).
	Type your answer here.



1. The persecution spectrum. Number these from 1 (mild pressure) to 6 (extreme persecution).
	Example
	1–6

	Being laughed at for praying before lunch
	

	Losing a job for refusing to work on a church service day
	

	A family disowning a convert
	

	A church being bulldozed
	

	A pastor imprisoned for running a Bible study
	

	Being left out of a group chat because of your beliefs
	



Part B: What the Bible says
Read the passages for your group’s theme. Then complete your row and fill in the others as groups report back.
	Theme
	Key passage
	What it teaches

	Expect it
	John 15:18–20
	

	God is with you
	Romans 8:35–39
	

	How to respond
	Matthew 5:43–44
	

	There is blessing and reward
	Matthew 5:10–12
	

	God uses it
	Acts 8:1–4
	

	Our part for others
	Hebrews 13:3
	



1. Which verse would most encourage a persecuted Christian? Why?
	Type your answer here.



Part C: A faithful witness
Choose one person: Stephen, Polycarp, Perpetua and Felicity, William Tyndale, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Jim Elliot, Richard Wurmbrand or Brother Andrew.
1. Who did you choose? What did following Jesus cost them?
	Type your answer here.



1. What did they believe they gained?
	Type your answer here.



1. Which Bible passage best fits their story?
	Type your answer here.



Part D: Weighing it up
What might following Jesus cost a Year 9 student in Australia today, and what does Jesus give? Use a Bible passage for each where you can.
	What following Jesus may cost
	What following Jesus gains

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



Part E: Scenarios
What would a faithful, loving response look like?
1. Josh, in Year 9 in Australia, posts a Bible verse online and gets mocked by classmates in the comments.
	Type your answer here.



1. Your friend says, “If God loved Christians, he wouldn’t let them be persecuted.” How would you answer, using Scripture?
	Type your answer here.



Reflection
1. Jim Elliot wrote: “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.” Explain what he meant using at least one Bible passage from today. Then describe one thing following Jesus might cost you, and whether you think it is worth it. (5–8 sentences)
If you’re not a Christian, reflect on what the passage claims and what you think of it. Honest questions are welcome.
	Type your answer here.



Pray: choose one country from the World Watch List top 10 and pray for the Christians there.
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